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Dry A Memoir Drying a Memoir From Raw Emotion to Polished Prose Writing a memoir is a
deeply personal journey a process of excavating memories confronting emotions and crafting a
narrative that resonates with readers However the raw emotional material you initially gather often
requires significant refinement Drying a memoir refers to the crucial editing and revision process
that transforms a collection of personal anecdotes into a compelling coherent and engaging read This
article will guide you through this essential stage offering practical advice and insights to help you
hone your manuscript into its most potent form I Understanding the Wet Memoir Identifying
Common Issues Before we delve into the drying process its important to understand the
characteristics of a wet memoirone thats overloaded with raw emotion and lacks the structural
integrity and stylistic polish needed for publication Common issues include Overly sentimental or
emotionally manipulative language Relying heavily on sentimental clichs or overly dramatic
language can hinder reader engagement and appear disingenuous Chronological chaos Jumping
haphazardly between timelines can confuse the reader and disrupt the narrative flow Lack of
thematic coherence Without a central theme or underlying message the memoir feels disjointed and
lacks purpose Excessive detail and digressions Unnecessary details and tangential stories can dilute
the impact of the main narrative Weak character development Characters including yourself may
lack depth and believability Passive voice and weak verbs This weakens the writing and makes it
less impactful II The Drying Process Techniques for Refinement Drying a memoir is a multistage
process that demands patience selfawareness and a willingness to revise ruthlessly Heres a
breakdown of key techniques A Structural Revision This stage focuses on the overall architecture of
your memoir Ask yourself 2 What is the central theme or argument of my memoir A clear theme
provides a unifying thread throughout your narrative What is the most effective chronological
order or structure for my story Consider thematic organization focusing on key events or
relationships rather than strict chronology How can I strengthen the narrative arc Your memoir
needs a compelling beginning rising action climax falling action and resolution just like any other
compelling story B Cutting and Condensing This is often the most challenging but crucial aspect of
drying a memoir Be prepared to eliminate Unnecessary details While vivid details are essential
excessive description can bog down the narrative Redundant information Repeated points or themes
dilute their impact Digressions and tangents These disrupt the flow and distract from the central
narrative Sentimental clichs and weak phrases Replace these with precise evocative language that
reveals rather than tells C Strengthening Prose and Voice Once you have a structurally sound
manuscript its time to focus on the prose itself Active Voice Employ active voice whenever possible
It makes your writing more direct and impactful Show Dont Tell Instead of stating emotions use
sensory details and actions to convey them Develop a Consistent Voice Find your unique voice and
maintain it throughout This will make your memoir more authentic and engaging Precise
Language Use precise words to convey your meaning accurately and avoid vague language D
Seeking Feedback Sharing your work with trusted beta readers is invaluable Choose readers who
are honest perceptive and have some experience with writing or reading memoirs Their feedback
will help you identify areas that need further revision III Beyond the Mechanics Emotional Depth
and Authenticity While structural integrity and stylistic polish are essential the heart of a memoir
lies in its 3 emotional honesty and resonance As you dry your memoir strive to Maintain

Authenticity Dont shy away from difficult emotions or uncomfortable truths Your vulnerability
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will connect with readers Develop Character Depth Explore the complexities of your characters
including yourself Reveal their motivations flaws and growth Find the Universal in the Personal
While your memoir is deeply personal look for universal themes and experiences that resonate with
a broader audience What lessons did you learn What challenges did you overcome What insights
can you offer your readers IV Key Takeaways Drying a memoir is a challenging but rewarding
process By focusing on structural integrity precise language and emotional authenticity you can
transform your raw material into a compelling and unforgettable story Remember that revising is
iterative multiple drafts are almost always necessary Be patient with yourself and celebrate your
progress along the way V Frequently Asked Questions FAQs 1 How long should the drying process
take The drying process is highly variable depending on the length and complexity of the
manuscript Allow ample timemonths even a year or morefor multiple revisions 2 How many drafts
should I write Theres no magic number Keep revising until you feel your memoir is as polished
and compelling as possible Consider the feedback you receive from beta readers and editors 3 How
do I know when my memoir is dry Your memoir is dry when it flows smoothly maintains a
consistent voice is structurally sound and effectively conveys your intended message without being
overly sentimental or manipulative 4 Should I hire a professional editor Hiring a professional editor
is highly recommended especially for publication An editor can provide valuable feedback on
structure style and grammar 5 How do I balance emotional honesty with reader engagement
Vulnerability is key but avoid dwelling excessively on negativity or melodrama Focus on
showcasing growth resilience and meaningful reflection Find a balance between sharing your
intimate experiences and presenting them in a way that is engaging and relatable for a broader
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from the 1 new york times bestselling author of running with scissors comes augusten burroughs s
most provocative memoir outrageously fuinny and scorchingly honest you may not know it but you
ve met augusten burroughs you ve seen him on the street in bars on the underground at restaurants
a twenty something guy nice suit works in advertising regular ordinary but when the ordinary
person had two drinks augusten had twelve when the ordinary person went home at midnight
augusten never went home at all at the request well it wasn t really a request of his employers
augusten lands in rehab where his dreams of group therapy with robert downey jr are dashed by
the grim reality of fluorescent lighting and paper hospital slippers but when augusten is forced to
examine himself that s when he finds himself in the worst trouble of all because when his thirty

days are up he has to return to his same drunken life and live it sober

the tenth anniversary edition of the new york times bestselling book that has sold over half a million
copies in paperback i was addicted to bewitched as a kid i worshipped darren stevens the first when
he d come home from work and samantha would say darren would you like me to fix you a drink
he d always rest his briefcase on the table below the mirror in the foyer wipe his forehead with a
monogrammed handkerchief and say better make it a double from chapter two you may not know
it but you ve met augusten burroughs you ve seen him on the street in bars on the subway at
restaurants a twentysomething guy nice suit works in advertising regular ordinary but when the
ordinary person had two drinks augusten was circling the drain by having twelve when the
ordinary person went home at midnight augusten never went home at all loud distracting ties
automated wake up calls and cologne on the tongue could only hide so much for so long at the
request well it wasn t really a request of his employers augusten lands in rehab where his dreams of
group therapy with robert downey jr are immediately dashed by grim reality of fluorescent
lighting and paper hospital slippers but when augusten is forced to examine himself something
actually starts to click and that s when he finds himself in the worst trouble of all because when his
thirty days are up he has to return to his same drunken manhattan life and live it sober what
follows is a memoir that s as moving as it is funny as heartbreaking as it is true dry is the story of

love loss and starbucks as a higher power

from the bestselling author of running with scissors comes dry the hilarious moving and no less
bizarre account of what happened next you may not know it but you ve met augusten burroughs
you ve seen him on the street in bars on the subway at restaurants a twenty something guy nice
suit works in advertising regular ordinary but when the ordinary person had to drinks augusten

was circling the drain by having twelve when the ordinary person went home at midnight
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augusten never went home at all loud distracting ties automated wake up calls and cologne on the
tongue could only hide so much for so long at the request well it wasn t really a request of his
employers augusten landed in rehab where his dreams of group therapy with robert downey jr are
immediately dashed by the grim reality of fluorescent lighting and paper hospital slippers but when
augusten is forced to examine himself something actually starts to click and that s when he finds
himself in the worst trouble of all because when his thirty days are up he has to return to his same
drunken manhattan life and live it sober what follows is a memoir that s as moving as it is funny as

heartbreaking as it is real dry is the story of love loss and starbucks as a higher power

born in 1922 in a poor section of jersey city new jersey to parents with only third grade educations
this is the life story of gus prinsell in this autobiography gus starts by reflecting on his humble
beginnings his earliest childhood memories are of poverty wrought by the great depression his
father was unemployed for a decade gus s parents never wavered in insisting that their children
pursue an education world war ii started as he was entering his 20s and he served his country in the
us navy after becoming a born again christian in the early 1940s and marrying louise bininger he
finished college and earned his medical doctor degree from columbia university in 1952 from there
gus went on to study surgery and tropical medicine he then turned away from material gains and
dedicated his life to medical missions in west africa where he moved with louise and their four sons
and opened the new kamakwie wesleyan hospital in 1959 in 1964 gus returned to the states where
he served as a family physician in western new york until his retirement gus still lives in houghton
new york with his wife of over 70 years louise at the ages of 94 and 91 gus and louise now have
seven grandchildren and two great grandchildren gus takes us through his life s journey in his own
words not only does he tell the story of his own life but he effectively weaves in the stories of
many of his family and friends his trust in the lord through faith has led gus through his life of
achievement when asked to describe himself in one phrase he defines himself as a christian
missionary physician and humanitarian his life of dedication to god and mankind is an example for us
all
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